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SUBJECT: Talking Points tor Morris Busby to Use with SecState

== A U.S, reporter who was with FDN torces during the fighting
at San Andres de Bocay essentially confirms resistance accounts
of the action, according to U.S,. Embassy reporting. The
teporter -- who we helieve is an ex-U.5. Army officer and West
Point graduate ~- extolled the valor of the FDN troops, thetr
high morale and the quality ot their leadership, He indicateq
that the resistance is harassing the Sandinistas and is not
concerned with holding territory. The reporter also noted
that, during the pattle, Sandinista helicopters kept their

distance, probably in rraction to the shootdown of the MI-17 by
an FDN Redeye missile,

=~ During the Bocay tighting, the FDN remained busy elsewhere
inside Nicaragua, A culvert on the Rama Road near Muelle de
Los Bueyes was blown up on 12 May, resulting in the disruption

Oof all vehicle tratfic. On 14 May, the FDN blew up a bridge in
Matagalpa Department.

~-- According to a report trom the U.S, Embassy in Tegucigalpa,

the FDN unit that killed U,S§, Citizen Benjamin Linder was
debrieted on 20 May at its base camp aiong the '
Nicaraguan-Honduran border. The combatants claim that Linder

Was armed and ina unitorm when killed, and they thought he was
Cuban. Tnhe combatants took some documents otf Linder's boay

which the emwbassy hopes to obtain,

- Nicaraguan air defense units
ha crar equipment Ior night operations,

[;;;;:Fome SA-7 units have infrared sights tor .
could permit Sandinista antiaircratt units to better track

and tire at resistance tesupply aircraft, virtually all ot
which drop at night,

== During the reporting period, nine air missions were flown,
delivering 39,978 pounds ot cargo to resistance torces,

Cumulative Lotals thus tar are 10/ missions, delivering 554,779
pounds ot carqo,

[ -~ Porty-tive additional students graduated trom training
: n 22 May. Fifteen studenta coq ed
and

am | MT'T) course
thirty completed the Combat Medical Technical (CMT) course,
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-- Another order of 50 Redeye missiles has been placed with the
Army. This latest order brings to 150 the number of Redeyes
which will support the air defense efforts of the resistance.

-~ There are tive resupply flights scheduled for the weeks ot
¢6 May through 5 June. These tlights will carry demolitions,
T~3 quartermaster ordnance and general cargo.




